
A L I C I A  K N O E D L E R ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  O K L A H O M A  

HOW TO FIND GRANTS 
AND PARTNERS 



WHAT WILL WE EXPLORE? 

• Finding funding opportunities (i.e., 
grants) 
•  Identifying partners and reaching out 

to them 
•  Introductions to various funding 

agencies and private foundations – 
Profiles for Resources of Funding 



FINDING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

•  Various Tools 
•  Foundation Directory Online - https://

fconline.foundationcenter.org/search/member-index - $400, 
$1000, $1,500, more (per year subscription) 

•  PIVOT - http://pivot.cos.com/ - depends on size of organization 
and potential users (negotiable) 

•  InfoReady In4Grants - http://www.infoready4.com/research-
collaboration/ 

•  Grants.gov – free 

… 
Two suggestions: 
•  Get free trials to try out these systems 
•  Partner with universities and public libraries and 

organizations to potentially get access to resources for 
searching for funding opportunities. 



GRANT SEARCHING: TIPS 

What you type What you get 



GRANT SEARCHING: TIPS 

Closer, but still not correct What you want 



COS PIVOT: EXAMPLE 



INTERPRETING FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

From: cscconsortium 
On Behalf Of Mark Shafer 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2012 11:45 AM 
To: CSC;  
Subject: NOAA CPO call for FY13 
  
NOAA Climate Program Office's FY13 Call for Proposals has come out: http://
www.cpo.noaa.gov/index.jsp?pg=./opportunities/opp_index.jsp&opp=grants.  I have 
attached the overall FFO, but please look at the individual program information 
sheets in the "Programs Accepting Applications" section of the website.  The individual 
programs have varying durations and funding level, so please look at the information 
sheets for further guidance.  They span a range from modeling and analysis to 
applications, so there is just about something for everybody here! 
  
Letters of Intent are not required but are strongly encouraged.  They are due to the 
respective Program Managers on August 29.  Full proposals are due November 3.  
Your institutions can submit proposals directly to NOAA (you do not need to go 
through SCIPP on this one).  Good luck! 
  
-Mark 
  



INTERPRETING FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

From: Climate News, BIA  
Date: Tue, May 26, 2015 at 8:57 AM 
Subject: RUSH: Youth Climate Funding for Internships. Due June 22, 2015. 
 

Due June 22, 2015.  Details attached. 
  

We have $1,750,000 for tribal youth internships available and funding goes through the 638 contract and compact process.  This 
is for climate intentional work in tribal programs and research into climate change management needs. 
  
We expect that the research internships will be especially attractive to tribal colleges but to get that money to the college, the 
college must already have 638 contracting authority from their tribe, or the tribe will have to submit the proposal and have a 
mechanism in place to pass the funding through to the college. 
  
Things to note: 
•  Proposals are due electronically to climate.funding@bia.gov.   Send questions there too. 

•  Hard copies sent by US Mail are impossible to read or scan because pages melt together in the US post office bio-threat 
process. 

•  The majority of the proposed work for the intern must be something that advances climate adaptation for a tribal program. 

•  There isn't a specific one year timeline on the program proposals.  Summer 2016 is reasonable with closeout reporting by the 
end of 2016. 

•  School year 2015 -2016 internships are also reasonable. We will need quarterly reporting so that we can show success and 
support the funding. 

  

Thanks 
Sean Hart 

BIA Climate Change Coordinator 
sean.hart@bia.gov  



FUNDING FIRE HOSE 



PARTNER SEARCHING 

•  Parameters: 
•  Organizations (profit & 

nonprofit) 
•  Research Universities 
•  Government Agencies 
•  EPA, BIA, NOAA, USDA, 

NPS, NWF, etc. 

u  Websites: 
u  EPA’s Environmental 

Education Grants Website 
(free) 

u  Foundation Directory 
Online (FDO) (free & 
subscription) 



IDENTIFYING PARTNERS 



IDENTIFYING PARTNERS 



PARTNERS LIST: EXAMPLE 



REACHING OUT TO PARTNERS 

•  What are your goals in forming a partnership? 
•  Obtaining information 
•  Having partners to perform some effort/work? 
•  Providing funding or other resources? 
•  Adding knowledge and expertise? 
•  ??? 

•  How will you form this partnership? 
•  Your preferences? Your partners’ preferences? 
•  Time, effort, expectations 
•  Communication 

•  What are the barriers? 
•  HOW can you get started? 



REACHING OUT TO PARTNERS 

The “Cold Call” 
•  Preparation: 
•  Determine whether you will meet in person or via phone/skype/electronic communication 
  
•  Goal: Determine your goal for talking with the potential partner.  It could be: 

•  To learn more about the partner and its/his/her potential as a partner on a project/initiative 
•  To ask permission to share written materials  
•  To give information about a project and schedule a time to follow up  

  
•  Identify: Let the potential partner know who you are and why you are contacting him/her 
  
•  If there is a connection, mention that (“Joe Smith suggested that I contact you”) 
  
•  Give a one-sentence purpose to your contact 
  
•  Considerate Question: “Do you have time to speak with me about the appropriateness of this project 

to your interests?” (or be more specific) 
  
•  Detailed Purpose for contact: 

•  “I have read more about you, visited your website, understand a bit of your interests. I believe our project matches 
your interests, but I would like to explore this further. Do you have time to speak with me about the appropriateness 
of this project to your interests?". 

•  This is your chance to ask all sorts of questions. 



PROFILES FOR RESOURCES OF 
FUNDING 

  


